
Final Presentation Rubric 
Points 1 2 3 4 
Organization Sequence of 

information is 
disorganized 

Transitions 
between topics 
are hard to 
follow 

Information in 
logical sequence 
which audience 
can follow 

Information in 
logical sequence 
that promotes 
audience 
understanding 

Subject Knowledge Little grasp of 
information. 
Cannot answer 
questions on 
subject 

Limited ability to 
answer 
questions. Fails 
to elaborate 

Demonstrates 
understanding of 
subject matter. 
Answers most 
questions 
appropriately 

Demonstrates full 
knowledge (more 
than required) by 
answering all class 
questions with 
explanations and 
elaboration 

Presentation Style No eye contact. 
Reads from 
slides, speech 
cannot be heard 
or understood 

Occasional eye 
contact. Voice is 
low. 

Student makes 
eye contact with 
audience. Voice is 
clear 

Good eye contact, 
with clear 
understandable 
speech, no reading 
verbatim from 
slides 

Evolutionary 
Hypothesis 

No relation to 
evolutionary 
processes 

An evolutionary 
hypothesis is 
presented, but 
not disease 
related 

Evolutionary 
hypothesis and 
disease link 
attempted but not 
clearly defined 

Evolutionary 
hypothesis and 
disease clearly 
defined in terms of 
cost and benefit, 
adaptation or 
function or 
phylogeny 

Proximate vs 
Ultimate 

No distinction 
between 
proximate and 
ultimate made 

Proximate and 
ultimate 
causation 
implied 

Proximate and 
ultimate causation 
defined but 
unclear 

Proximate and 
ultimate hypotheses 
explicitly defined 
and clearly stated 

Evolutionary 
Hypothesis 
Category 

Presentation 
does not 
mention 
categories of 
evolutionary 
hypotheses 
listed in class 

A category of 
evolutionary 
hypotheses is 
stated but it is 
off-target or 
incomplete 

Student correctly 
identifies an 
appropriate 
evolutionary 
hypothesis 
category 

Student correctly 
identifies one or 
more evolutionary 
hypothesis category 
and correctly 
explains how they 
are relevant 



 
Points 1 2 3 4 

Alternative 
Hypotheses 

A single 
hypothesis is 
presented 

An alternative 
hypothesis is 
mentioned without 
explanation or 
elaboration 

An alternative 
hypothesis is 
presented and 
explained. 

Alternative 
hypotheses are 
presented and 
explained. (Student 
should consider whether 
the main hypothesis is 
plausible and give 
alternatives; examples 
include the null hypothesis 
(hypothesis not true), 
another evolutionary 
hypothesis, or a non-
adaptive hypothesis such 
as an epiphenomenon, or 
by-product) 

Evolutionary 
Reasoning 

No predictions 
made 

Predictions unclear 
and unexplained 

Predictions 
offered but not 
completely 
explained with 
evolutionary logic 

Predictions 
explained with 
evolutionary logic. 
(Try to explain how natural 
selection or another 
evolutionary process 
would produce disease 
under your hypothesis; 
what would you expect to 
see if the hypothesis is 
true. How could you 
distinguish between the 
main hypothesis and 
alternatives.)  

Significance No mention of the 
implications of 
the hypothesis 
are made 

Implications of 
hypothesis are 
implied only 

The significance 
of the main 
hypothesis, if 
true, is mentioned 

The significance, 
if true, of the main 
hypothesis to 
human health is 
explained  

Research Efforts Topic not 
discussed 
beforehand with 
instructors. No 
supporting 
references 
mentioned  

Topic not discussed 
beforehand with 
instructors. Scant 
supporting 
references,presented 
in disorganized 
manner 

Topic discussed 
beforehand with 
instructors. 
Adequate 
literature search 
is evident in 
presentation 

Topic discussed 
beforehand with 
instructors. 
Thorough 
literature search 
is evident in 
presentation 

Grade breakdown ‘D’ ‘C’ ‘B’ ʻAʼ 

 


